THE    NEW   MONGOLIA

fire questions at them in order to test their knowledge.
After this the head of the monastery turns to the
lamas with the question:

aHoly brethren,, do you think this young man, . , .
by name, worthy to be ordained?"

If the reply is favourable, the youth concerned is sent
into a corner reserved for those who have passed the
test; if not, he may apply for ordination at a later date.

The successful candidates are ordained together.
The head priest of the monastery recites the vows,
which the young men repeat after him in chorus:

"I vow that I shall not kill a living being of any

kind;
I vow that I shall not appropriate anything that

does not belong to me;
I vow that I shall refrain from all excess;
I vow that I shall never lie, nor cheat;
I vow that I shall never partake of intoxicating

liquor;
I vow that I shall never take food at forbidden

times;
I vow that I shall never dance or sing for pleasure

and will refrain from listening to non-religious

music and from acting;
I vow that I shall never use perfumes, ointments

or wear jewellery;
I vow that I shall never sleep in a high or wide

bed;
I vow that I shall never store gold or silver

wherever I live/"
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